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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JON 
TESTER, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, our refuge and strength, 

we seek for peace and unity but live 
with strife and division. We make 
agreements but suspect that we 
haven’t agreed. We flex the muscles of 
our might to reassure ourselves and 
caution aggressors. Yet we feel anx-
iety. Lord, show us the way. 

Keep our Senators from presuming 
that You are automatically on their 
side. Instead, let them earnestly seek 
to be on Your side. Enable them to find 
unity with each other because of their 
connection with You. Keep them sen-
sitive to see You at work in our world 
with Your intervening love. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JON TESTER led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, October 30, 2007. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-

ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this morn-
ing, the Senate will be in a period of 
morning business for 60 minutes, with 
the first half of the time under the con-
trol of the Republicans and the second 
half controlled by the majority. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

In the time that we have, I ask unan-
imous consent that Senator KENNEDY 
have 20 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. Following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the Amtrak legislation. 

Yesterday, in a short period of time, 
the Senate considered and adopted nine 
amendments to the legislation. A num-
ber of other amendments remain to be 
considered. I believe the managers 
share my view that action on this bill 
can, hopefully, be concluded during to-
day’s session. Therefore, it is estimated 
that the number of votes with respect 
to amendments and the pending clo-
ture motion could occur prior to the 
Senate recessing for the caucus meet-
ings. Members have until 12 noon to 
file germane second-degree amend-
ments to the bill. 

Last evening, I had a conversation 
with my counterpart, the distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, and indicated to him that we are 
going to move to and complete SCHIP 

this week in some form or fashion. 
That may require some time into the 
weekend. We can change everything by 
unanimous consent. We will see what 
the mood of the Senate is. Everybody 
should be alerted that unless Senator 
MCCONNELL and I and the other 98 
Members can work something out, we 
may have to be here this weekend. 

We have been very fortunate that we 
have not had to have many weekend 
sessions this year. That is really good. 
If we can get our work done, that is 
fine. 

I have an obligation to move to the 
farm bill. Every 5 years, we have to 
complete that, and we are going to do 
our very best to do it in a way that 
makes a lot of sense. In the next 2 
weeks, after this week, there are other 
things we have to do. We have to send 
an appropriations bill to the President 
and get that conference started. Some 
say no matter what we send him, he 
will veto it. That may be the case, but 
at least we will get the process going 
to see if we can work out something 
rather than a number of short-term 
CRs to complete the funding of the 
Government. I hope we can do that. 

We also have other things we need to 
work on that are extremely important 
to do. Some of that must be done be-
fore we leave on November 16. We have 
a lot of work to do. I have had both 
Democrats and Republicans talk to me, 
saying: My legislation is important, 
let’s get it done. 

Mr. President, it is difficult to do. 
The rules have developed in the Senate 
over 230 years, and I think they have 
served the country well, as you look 
back. When you are right in the 
trenches trying to work through this, 
sometimes it is very difficult. We will 
try to be as fair and inclusive to every-
body as we can during the next 21⁄2 
weeks. 
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